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a Hamburg 2-masted yacht, or on the " Grille/' the Royal
steam yacht, which had been placed at our disposal The
" Grille " had been built for King Frederick William IV at
Havre in the 'fifties as a steam screw yacht by the well-known
French ship-designer, Dupuy de Lome. She was an excep-
tionally handsome vessel with fine lines and was like a sea-
gull on the water. Above the hull, dark blue with gold stripes,
rose a high well-proportioned yellow funnel and three brown
pole-masts. There was a fine oval deck-house with comfortable
seats, and the saloon and state rooms were tastefully furnished
in the French style. The commanding officer, Captain
Ratzeburg, treated us youngsters, who contrived to spend all
our spare time on board, with great kindness. The C1> Grille "
when first commissioned in the "fifties steamed nearly 14 knots,
an exceptionally high speed for those clays, which would
now-a-days correspond to about 30. During these pleasure
trips Henry and I learnt the code of signals, and under the
supervision of the navigating officer and quartermasters we
were taught to steer the yacht by the compass, to hoist the
signal flags, and to perform other similar duties of a sailor,
We also paid many a visit to the engine-room with its horizontal
engine, made by Penn Bros,, into the mysteries of which the
chief engineer initiated us. It gave me the greatest pleasure
to watch the engine at work through the large engine-room
skylight when it shone in the sun and the piston-rods, moving
to and fro, caught and reflected the light. When the sea was
rough the {t Grille>J made considerable claims on the sea-
faring qualities of her passengers, who did not all come up to
the required standard. 1 was very fond of the beautiful
yacht, and it is with great pleasure that 1 think of the happy
hours of my childhood spent on board.

I shall conclude the description of our summer trip of 1872 by
quoting from my Lebenslauf: " During the latter part of our
stay in Fdhr, my brother and I went for a trip to Hamburg
on the Kaiser's yacht, the " Grille/' which had been placed at
our disposal We stayed in Hamburg for a few days to see
the activity of Germany's greatest trading centre. * What I
enjoyed most there was to go down to the docks, to look at the